The Quarter.
This affair was much more serious than the taking of Ali Musjid, The enemy occupied a position which rendered movements like those of Brigadiers Macpherson and Tytler impossible. It was sharp while it lasted, the loss having been 93 killed and woundeds It will chiefly be remembered as throwing light upon the system, under which the Native Army is officered. The staff was obliged to do the work of regimental officers and the General was reduced to accept the services of the chaplain as orderly officer. One regiment the 29th P. N. I. had a slur cast upon its reputation by the conduct of the Pathans in its ranks. Two men fired their rifles as signals to the ememy, and 18 others retired from the fighting line and made their way back to the regimental camp. A grave example was thus rendered necessary. The General summoned a general Court-Martial for the trial of the offenders ; the man Hazrat Shah was hanged ; another was sentenced to two years' imprisonment; a jemadar who had screened the, culprits was condemned to seven years' confinement, and the 18 deserters received sentences of seventeen, ten, and fourteen years' imprisonment each. After securing his trophies, General Roberts advanced and examined the Shutar Gardan pass, on his return on the 16th December, was attacked in the Mangiar pass by the Mangals, and owed his escape from serious loss to the splendid conduct of the 5th Goorkhas.
Hitherto, the Quetta force has had no fighting, indeed it has scarcely been fired at even by stragglers. Lieutenant-General Stewart reached Quetta on the 8th December only to find his army deficient in everything. With an inefficient commissariat, insufficient carriage, and imperfect organisation, real progress was impossible. General Biddulph had crossed the frontier as early as the other columns, and on the 26th November occupied the Pishin valley, and seized large quantities of grain intended for ' the Amir. The value of the captures made is said to have exceeded one lakh of rupees. It was not, however, until 15th December that an advance guard was pushed across the Kojuck pass to Chummum. Since then General Stewart has reorganised bis force, and has constructed roads across the Kojuck and Gwajah passes, and by the latest advices had entered upon his march on Kandahar.
The minor events of the war are the hostility of the Afridis, and the formation of a contingent drawn from the minor Punj'ab States, This contingent, under the command of Colonel Watson, was reviewed at Lahore on the 18th December by the Viceroy. There were present on the ground 2,500 Infantry, 1,000 Cavalry, and 15 . guns, contributed by Pattialla, Jhind, Nabha, Kapurthulla, Farid-Kote and Sirmoor. The Kuki, and Zafcka Kheyls of the Afridi tribes, instigated by a partisan named Abdulla Jan or Atxklla Mir have, from the very d&y of the capture of Ali Musjid, worried *